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District 1 Supervisor Candidate Forum
Minutes


Thursday, October 11, 2012 | 6:00PM-8:00PM
251 18th Avenue, Richmond Rec. Center
Candidates:  Sherman D’Silva (SD) and Eric Mar (EM)
Welcome, Introductory Remarks and Forum Format (10 Minutes)
Matthew O’Grady, SFPA Executive Director
Opening Remarks

SD: focus get back to focusing on issues that haven’t been addressed traffic light safety gear-ocean back to tunnel, light on clement street major traffic corridor, make sure sidewalks are safe and monitored.  Plan to ensure we allocated money every year to get improvement project underway. Want to make sure maintenance is included in plans. Argonne playground 311. Want to make sure there is money available to address these issues.  Want to get back to 1 day a week cleaning and target cleaning on highly used areas like Geary

EM: want to make Richmond is even greener than it is today.  : proves the unique character of mom and pop stores.  Ride bike often, walk take the bus. Has worked hard to make it livable and healthier district for everyone. Style is to bring people together when there are polarized discussions. There are incredible economic challenges in the city. Support merchant corridors more affordable housing for seniors and improving transit in the district to make sure we have a first class transit in the city. Proud of work on the school board. 
Candidate Forum (60 Minutes)
Pedestrian Safety and Walkable Streets

1. Although San Francisco is a wonderful place to walk, 3 people a day are hit by cars here. The City’s new Pedestrian Strategy sets two goals: cutting pedestrian injuries in half in ten years, and increasing walking. Making improvements on just 5% of the city’s streets will meet the City’s goals. Will you support dedicating the funds needed to fix these priority streets?
EM: Yes definitely, honor to work with Walk SF and FUF and fix Masonic. Pedestrian safety advisory committee. Worked with DPH to find hot spots Arguello and Geary, 43rd and balboa. Work with resident to talk about accident and work with MTA to find solutions, stop signs are other street cleaning measure. Fully dedicated to working on getting funding for streets.  

SD:  Since 4 yrs ago not one additional stop sign added to district. Particularly Geary bld.  IT is a chore to stop for a pedestrian.  Always concerned as a driver that if you stop you may get hit by another car.  Putting a stop sign on Palm Street is not the answer. Need a stop light from Ocean back to Geary tunnel to make it safer.

Do you know abut the pricing for stop lights on Geary and the impact on traffic

SD: about 100k to put in stop lights but it will be there

EM: 15th Ave might make since for a stop light. But for a first class traffic system need to think about systemic traffic flow. The notice to put stop lights all along Geary is a foolish effort and a waste of money. Work with MTA to find out where it does make since

2. I live on 4th Ave between Geary and Clement. I’d like to see more greening along Geary and improvements on Clement, Balboa, and California like planter boxes, street trees, and flowers. These are simple measures with lasting impacts. What will you do to beautify our commercial corridors?

(Full original question: Why isn't more being done to beautify the commercial corridors? I live on 4th Ave between Geary and Clement, two major commercial areas, and we only get street sweeping twice a month. This is too little. Trash needs to be swept every day along major commercial corridors, which would then help alleviate trash along the residential streets. What about planter boxes, street trees, flowers, etc. along Clement (and Balboa, California, etc.)? These are simple measures that have lasting impact on livability, walkability, and make the neighborhoods look more attractive. Lastly, it is unacceptable that a city with a $7 billion budget cannot properly maintain medians along Geary Blvd, one the city's main arterials. I used to live in Los Angeles and Wilshire Blvd has become a beautifully maintained street with flowers, trees, etc. Wilshire is very similar to Geary, with both stretching from downtown to the beach through very dense neighborhoods. LA should never outmatch SF in terms of urbanism! Please fix this and focus on the neighborhoods physical infrastructure.)

SD: Lacking street greening. Encourage home owner to install trees outside home and business. BOS recently passes legislation for home owners to plant trees outside of home.  If you want home owners to do think need an advocate in city hall to let people know that they won’t be responsible for maintenance

EM: working with shop owner to coordinate Clement Time to bring more people out to Richmond district for shopping. Help merchant and bring more people out to richminf.  Working on Geary to address crime and working with merchants to discuss what would make their business more successful.  Working on Alex Theater in discussion with owners from keeping it from becoming a blighted spot. Looking t missed you for YMCA or any community based uses. Proud of work with merchants. Wants to create an outer balboa merchant theater.  Simple Pleasure parklet project.   Mysterious anonymous poll Gardner to.  Liability was an issue.  Want merchants to be aware of it.

3. Last year, 900 people were hit by cars in San Francisco – and those were just the crashes reported to police. Often, drivers who injure or even kill pedestrians are not cited or charged at all. What will you do to get the SF Police Department and the District Attorney to prioritize traffic safety, target the most dangerous behaviors, and protect everyone’s right to walk safely? 

SD: as supervisor work with Mayor to prioritize traffic issues.  Want to demo to public commit to traffic safety SFPD should demonstrate that they too are going to follow the law. SFPD rolling through stop sign. Police should be the example need to talk to police chief and staff on ground to set the ex for public

EM:  meet regularly with chief of SFPD and there is a meeting to discuss issues.  Hold accountable people who violate traffic laws.  Enforcement is key.  Proud of the Walk SF school zone program. Peds safety advisory committee: fix Masonic will also be key to addressing issues.

Parks and Open Space

1.  Passage of the 2012 Parks Bond will provide $195 million dollars toward capital improvements in San Francisco parks. Bond funding will improve playgrounds, pools, playfields, trails and park development along the waterfront.  Even so, there are still financial challenges to meet annual maintenance and operations needs. As supervisor, how will you address the increasing maintenance and operations needs of our parks?

Passing prom B is critical to making sure we have safer areas. Richmond will benefit from Rossi. Mountain Lake and GGP.  Also with trails to benefit smaller projects.  Funding streams are hard.  Accountability is built into to make sure money is spent.  General funds to be balance

SD: seems like maintenance of parks is an afterthought.  Maintenance needs to be a budget issue. And maintenance just like we maintain streets and sidewalks.  Bond is a god way to get things done but it doesn’t make sense since we don’t have the funds to keep them up.

2.  The Significant Natural Resource Area Management Plan is the next significant city-wide issue affecting our City, our parks and our communities because of the approach the plan takes towards trails, trees, public areas and dog access.  Today, there are people on both sides of the issue with impassioned feelings of support or opposition of this project.  As Supervisor, where will you stand on the issue and how will you gather public input?  

SD: role of sup is like a jury in court wants to have an open mind and listen to all the parties and balance the issue to make sure everyone feels that their concerns have been addressed and met

EM:  Lives by Oak woodland Natural Areas program that has transformed the area and it is an example of how the area has been transformed cleaning it up and making it biter for everyone. Balboa dune also a part of the NA program is a great place to bring more people into the area/ Supportive of NA staff and CB groups want to find compromise to make sure that concerns are address to make sure we have a better community for everyone

5.  This summer, Supervisor Scott Wiener led an effort to augment the Recreation and Parks Department budget for the coming fiscal year with funding for five more gardeners, as well as four more park patrol officers to help reduce graffiti and other vandalism in our parks city-wide.  SFPA's recent ParkScan report showed that 22% of all District 1 ParkScan reports were related to graffiti.  Vandalism is the #1 problem reported in our parks.  What ideas do you have to thwart graffiti and improve safety and access in parks?

SD: we have had community meetings there two years ago and we don’t have a strong approach to address graffiti. We need a stronger approach.  Some communities like San José don’t have graffiti because they have a strong approach and punishment is much more severe. Here is SF we don’t’ have strong punishment

EM: Anti-graffiti task force loss people who had done it for many years Increase penalties are important. But you have to catch some one in the act which is almost impossible; In GGP we need to vastly improve the park patrol and coordinating with SFPD. Need more funding to protect the park and balance it with needs for health and senor services

Light question:

EM: was supportive of the BC project because of the benefit need for more playfields in the city. More open space and physical active. Did study the EIR because it was an important issue for the community.  Wasn’t convinced that there were significant health impacts. Will watch the right impact.  This will create more hours for play time.  Supportive of the project. Don’t think hybrid alt. is a real one it would kill the project.  GGP is set in from lincl and fiulton and great highlway.  If you take to west sunset it would drag the project out and kill the project.

SD: haven’t heard the arguments on both sides of the issues.  It’s a complicated issue as EM said wants to balance out the issues. Not necessary a bad thing to have it discussed further as long as it not dragged out to far because it is a long term project.

What role do you see for large non profit sin GGP?

EM: Appreciates institutions in the park like De young and Academy of science.  It a worldwide destination for many people/. They are word class places. Value the community based groups and their commitment to serving the city and the schools I am often meeting with the staff of those institutions. To make sure we are meeting the need of the community. Working with SFPD and DPW to make sure park is restored.

SD: thinks the de young is an asset to the park. Need to work closer with other agencies and nonprofits to preserve the park. Need to balance that FFP is a park and needs to realize that we have two great things that occur in them and we need to balance them.

Prop B question

SD: Part of the problem is that people don’t see the dollars being spent on the ground. Bond measures are for big projects.  Argon was a great project but 3 yrs later it was not maintained. Its not just dumping money into it.  It is making sure the long term approach that is maintained to a minimum standard.

EM: 2008 bond, accountability mechanism oversight to make sure we oversee where dollars are spent.  Aragon gets a B in Playground report card. Rossi is amazing pool and will add to it. RPD commission should have some balance on BOS appointing some commissions to RPD instead of just them making appointments.

Urban Forest

1. What do you think are the benefits -- environmentally, monetarily, and communally -- of having a vibrant urban forest?

EM:  Tree canopy of the City isnt what it should be. The city’s DPW doesn’t have the staff it needs to maintain it.  Pruning issues, watering. Need more community education to hoe trees make it more livable work with neighbors to see that trees are a benefit? Supportive of newsrooms vision to increase city canopy

SD: one thing we lack is don’t have a lot of trees.  In other cities you see the greener color changing. We need a great committee from city hall to encourage property owners to do greening.  Saw other area sin CA that removed sidewalk to add trees and greener. One problem is to have ways to maintain and water.  Need resource available to increase greening 

2. In light of the fact that over the past 7 years, the Board of Supervisors has consistently cut the DPW budget for street trees. How would you improve the financing of street trees? 

 EM: need funding streams to adequately fund DPW. As look at budget support of maintaining safety net. See trees and street planning as important to make cities livable. More inclined to support health care but also supports more funding for DPA

SD: Always thought tax we pay was a funding source.  Responsible of govt is to make sure basic surveys are in budget. Steets roads, parks are what taxes are paid for and that we what need to be used for.

6. Many of the cities merchants, residents, and even tree contractors are uninformed about the city ordinances regarding tree pruning. Subsequently trees are unintentionally over pruned to the point of killing the tree. What would you do in your district to inform people of the city’s pruning standards?

EM: worked with FUF and DPW and RPD to educate staff on proper pruning and how seniors or other residents can do it themselves. Work with school district to help educate kids to be stewards of tree.  Go out block by bloc to educate people

SD: can’t rely on property owners to take care of trees best interest to get trees back under DPW care.

Audience Questions

Geary street urban forest”

SD: need to do is take out a green scape in one of the areas. The greenscape makes the neighborhood friendlier. Not going to help to remove lane of traffic.  Move the bus to median. And get bikes with left hand doors. 

EM: support Geary and van ness BRT> support rail as energy efficient transit system.  BRT dedicated bus lane at a fraction of the cost. Gear is major line larges used line in state and need to make major improves.  BRT is already approved 2014.  Van Ness comes first some merchant have concerns about parking loss. BRT is good idea to transit system.  Improve e38 line to speed it up. Transform is an org that show how BRT works cost effectiveness and how it will improve the district.

Closing Remarks (15-20 Minutes)
EM: Proud of 4 yr record for greening school yards to pavements to parks. Proud to support Natural Areas Program within RPD program and neighborhoods can reitivalize the selves to make them more walkable and livable. Will work with Richmond to make the District better.  

SD: running g to make sure small nut and bolt issues are being taken care of.  Key issues never seem to get addressed traffic lights, streets are cleaned, living in the neighborhood these are the things we see everyday. City hall doesn’t make sure these things aren’t being addressed. Its time for a change in the neighborhoods. These thinks need to be taken care. Of .
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