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District 3 Supervisor Candidate Forum
Minutes

Thursday, October 25, 2012 | 6:30PM-8:30PM
1199 Mason Street, Betty Ann Ong Chinese Rec. Center
Candidates in attendance:  David Chiu, Joe Butler, Wilma Pang, Mark Bruno

Welcome, Introductory Remarks and Forum Format (10 Minutes)
Matthew O’Grady, SFPA Executive Director 
Mark Bruno:

· 30 year resident of San Francisco

· Known as a North Beach Activist 

· Unsatisfied with the way City is handling Central Subway Project

· Believes current supervisor and the city is separated from the people

Wilma Pang:

· 35 year resident of China Town

· Pioneered Portsmouth Square Opera in the Park Program

Joe Butler:

· 29 year resident of Russian Hill

· Worked on Restroom renovation project for Joe DiMaggio Playground

· Worked on Native Plant Landscape Project at Pioneer Park

· Former board member and advisory committee member of FUF

David Chiu:

· Honored to be Supervisor for last 4 years

· Former Prosecutor

· Has worked to prioritize parks in D3

· Has helped to change the ton of city hall to insure city hall actually delivers for residents
Candidate Forum (60 Minutes)
Pedestrian Safeness and Walkability
Question 1:  Although San Francisco is a wonderful place to walk, 3 people a day are hit by cars here. There City’s new Pedestrian Strategy sets two goals: 1) cutting pedestrian injuries in half in ten years, and 2) increasing walking. Making improvements on just 5% of the city’s streets will meet the City’s goals. Will you support dedicating the funds needed to fix these priority streets?

Mark Bruno:

· Walkability is essential, SF is a unique environment and important to keep it so people are comfortable

· As we increase density in D3 walkability isn’t really addressed

· Ignoring the scale of the buildings will ruin the reason people want to live in the city

· Is concerned about increasing density in the city

Wilma Pang:

· We should be happy we have active walked streets

· Claim that Central Subway will help pedestrians is a double edge sword.

· Losing jobs on Stockton Street because pedestrians can’t walk on Stockton Street. Central Subway will not cure this problem

· Education is important to educate people on how to walk safely

Joe Butler:

· San Francisco is blessed with a street grid that has short walks.

· Street trees, bulb outs help ease walking and shorten distances

· Bike, cars and pedestrians need to figure out how to cooperate with one another and not put one another against the other group

· Need to raise money to make improvements for pedestrians

· Should tax business like tour buses, party buses for street improvements

David Chiu:

· Last year asked Transit Authority to do study of transit issues on city. D3 neighborhoods have the highest level of pedestrian accidents. As a city only spend about 25million a year on pedestrian safety

· Do need to educate drivers, pedestrians and bicyclist 

· Need to reorganize streets and use bulb outs to increase safety

· Also need to enforce the law. Particularly on the most dangerous intersections

Question 2: Last year, 900 people were hit by cars in San Francisco-and those were just the crashes reported to police. Often, drivers who injure or even kill pedestrians are not cited or charged at all. What will you do to get the SF Police Department and the District Attorney to prioritize traffic safety, target the most dangerous behaviors, and protect everyone’s right to walk safely?
Joe Butler:

· Enforcement should be fines and collected when people violate the law

· DA needs to prosecute cases equally (bike, car and pedestrian) Do need more enforcement, Use fines to pay for more enforcers

Wilma Pang:

· D3 attracts lots of tourist, Tourist need to be educated to abide by the laws

· Need to work with SFPD to enforce laws

· Need to educate residents 

David Chiu:

· As a former prosecutor, always thought that we do not do enough to enforce and prosecute as we should

· This year met with traffic judge 

· Need to enforce in hotspot intersections, D3 happens to have most dangerous intersections as well as areas with seniors. 4x more likely to be in traffic accident

· Need to ramp up enforcement

· Everyone needs to know they have responsibility on streets

Mark Bruno:

· Laws should be enforced

· Also need education

· Was involved with CCDC pedestrian improvement project

· Problem is city and government at Mayor level and Supervisor level are pushing density program to make city more dense.

· Don’t agree that we need more density to raise money for city

· The problems are a result of having to many people in the city

Question 3 (Audience Question): What is your vision for managing the Central Subway construction from now through completion? What will you do to reduce traffic congestion at its Clay and Stockton Terminus?
David Chiu: 

· Has been supportive of the Central Subway project

· Surprised MTA hasn’t done outreach for 4 years before coming out with plan for construction. 

· Began having discussions with neighbors. Discussions halted by Mark Bruno’s Lawsuit.  We need to have construction conversations with MTA and the community.

· Has made a proposal to MTA to remove machinery from Washington Square Park 

· Appropriate to have conversations about whether the subway should be continued to North Beach/Fisherman Wharf

Joe Butler:

· 2007 DC was on MTA citizen Advisory Committee, when asked about project asked about why the Central Subway was not going to Fisherman’s Wharf.  There were also discussions about why the extractor was not going to be left on MTA property.  There was only one North Beach meeting on the Central Subway project. 

· David Chiu’s surprise is false

· D3 needs a leader and we have a salesman.  A leader knows how to use creative thought of all citizens.  A leader will not job shop a leader will not do anything but be the Supervisor.

Wilma Pang: 

· Lives in Chinatown

· Merchants come to her and express concerns about Geary Street.  What is happening to the business is bad. The same thing will happen to Stockton Street.

· Chinese Merchants depend on traffic on Stockton Street. Someone needs to talk to people to relieve them of their fears.

Mark Bruno:

· There are trust issues in North Beach, David Chiu is 2007 testified in favor of Central Subway Project. He shouldn’t go 4 yrs later and lie to constituents

· There are trust issues with the current supervisor

· Mark Bruno defers 30 seconds to David Chiu’s response

David Chiu:

· Didn’t know that in 2007 when the project was approved by Supervisors how long, when, how the project would take place.  There were no specific plans.  

· Office was in contact about other aspects of the project but didn’t have details about the North Beach piece of the project.

Parks and Open Space
Question 1 (Audience Question): What is your position on Prop B? What are you doing to help pass Prop B?
Mark Bruno:

· Supports Prop B. 

· RPD’s poor management of parks doesn’t justify not giving them the money now.  

· Need 2/3 voter support to pass bond measure

· Doesn’t agree with everything Phil Ginsburg is doing

Wilma Pang:

· Support Parks

· Gut feeling is to take no position because the past bond money hasn’t been spent.

· Why are we spending more money

Joe Butler:

· Oppose Prop B

· 6 million dollars from 2000 bond and 64 million dollars from the 2008 bond has not been spent.  The 2012 Bond has been pushed forward from 2014 to 2012.  Why is the Port in the G.O. Bond as an enterprise?

· There are other needs like Police Department stations 

· Need to look at how we increase tax revenue city wide to look at how we can pay for these things citywide.

David Chiu:

· Supports Prop B

· It is irresponsible to oppose Prop B

· We have Parks that are not safe, in need of seismic retrofitting 

· There are many facilities that need to be rebuilt

· The bond measure is a part of a 10-year capital plan budget.  If we don’t fund parks now we won’t be able to do it until 2020.

Question 2 (Audience Question):

4 years ago, RPD has initiated several feed for service that have a significant-often negative-impact on the access by families, community groups and non-profits to use and offer FREE activities for the communities in public RPD facilities and parks.
a. What have you done to address increasing General Fund dollars to properly support Recreation and Park Maintenance for this fundamental public good?

b. Describe your work to increase the average public’s access to its parks, sports and clubhouses and efforts to eliminate and decrease permit fees for families, community groups and nonprofits to use and offer FREE activities for the communities in pubic RPD facilities and parks.

Wilma Pang:

· Density of D3 corridor and parks being used to max for example Portsmouth Square

· Additional tax and bonds are not the solution

· General Fund should be used to ease funding of parks

· How do you justify this every time something is wrong?  Should look for other resources

Mark Bruno: 

· Referring to the last question; Went to Portsmouth Square had talk about support for Prop B 

· Always been community volunteer, Supervisors should take the led role to offer possibility to volunteers

· Neighbors who can volunteer. Promote operating cost, volunteerism and 

· Committed to making an example by reducing salary by ½

David Chiu:

· Respond to Joe Butler, Actually do volunteer work

· Believes it is important to lead by example

· Board of Supervisors salaries are ½ of other cities salaries

· RPD has been creative in ways that make sense (bike rentals, music in parks, food carts, concession stands)

· RPD has entered into partnerships to help fill recreation centers.

Joe Butler:

· Need to jump start economy 

· Funds from pension would help jump start economy

· What is the city doing to rev up money

· There is no creative thinking, no one on the Board of Supervisors who have ran small business

Lightening Round (60 Seconds): What can we do to increase the amount of open space in D3?
David Chiu:

· Use ally ways more as open space

· Look into Backyards and courtyards that can be used

· Waterfront projects Pier 27 can be spectacular waterfront park addition

Joe Butler:

· If we new we had to make waterfront available for AC34 why did we include those into the deal. 

· North Beach playground has food trucks on Friday night (it’s a playground) using city streets near playgrounds. 

· Using space for schools

Wilma Pang:

· We don’t know how to use our space

· Alley ways can open new space

· Larkin/Hyde street reservoir can redeveloped into a park

Mark Bruno:

· Doesn’t think privatization is evil

· We are charging for things and it is good way to bring in income

· Sunday Streets for a full moth along Grant Ave. But Merchants are a little afraid to do this
Urban Forestry

Question 1: Planting trees often get more attention than caring for them. What is your opinion on DPW’s current plan of relinquishing care of 24,000 trees back to the homeowners for trees in front of their house that were previously being cared for by the city. Are you for or against it? What do you view as the long-term solution?
Joe Bruno:

· One way Board of Supervisors alleviate pressure by making a gift of trees to homeowners

· Those trees deserve better. San Francisco needs to be responsible for trees

· FUF has a program for neighbors to sign up to care for trees.

· If city can’t take care of trees that is a problem

David Chiu:

· Board of Supervisors all unanimously support policy

· Called a hearing to see if there is anything they can do to think about additional ways to support/finance to have the city to pay for maintenance of trees

· SF Budget is getting better.

Mark Bruno:

· Often best for property values for the City to take care of Trees

Wilma Pang:

· Read about Glen Parks tree removal. City spends so much money.

· Are we allowed to cut down trees freely?

Question 2 (Audience Question): Recently (last week), several large, healthy trees were removed in North Beach to make way for library construction. How would you have negotiated with the neighbors and the City over this dispute?
Mark Bruno: 

· If look at uniqueness of tree we have to look at each case to see if the trees can be preserved.  We should provide best practice for other cities.  It’s not unheard of to have a project and preserve trees.

Wilma Pang

· Deferred Question

Joe Butler:

· Has helped community groups preserve trees in development projects

· Can creatively work with people to figure out how trees can be preserved, sustained and supported.

David Chiu:

· Proud of legislation he passed to support D3 over the last 4 years

· Loss of residents in D3 because of aged and non-ADA complaint library.  D3 is the last library to receive renovation.  

· Has been successful at bringing residents together to deliver results in D3 

Question 3: San Francisco’s street tree canopy lags far behind other neighboring cities like Oakland, San Jose and Berkeley. And recent data shows that, with the cuts to the city’s tree planting program, our urban forest is actually shrinking. What will you do to reverse this trend?
Joe Butler:

· Need to start by retaining mature street trees

· Library tree project has moved forward. At one time Joe proposed alternatives to the current plan.  The plan would ensure ADA accessibility and preserve trees

· Need to find new ways to plant new trees

Wilma Pang:

· We have to know which trees should be preserve

· There needs to be more education

· North Beach and Chinatown has very few trees

David Chiu:

· Proud to have been the champion to move forward Urban garden and agriculture agenda

· Legislation lead to research by SPUR to research agriculture needs and to look at vertical space an rooftops for gardening and private and vacant land

Mark Bruno:

· All of David Chiu plans will go no where because he will run for another seat

· Supported move of North Beach library to triangle to support the families

· David Chiu’s legislation for increase of canopy is great but may not follow through if he doesn’t stay here.
Closing Remarks (15-20 Minutes)
Mark Bruno:

· City is becoming to dense

· City is exploiting parks for big concerts, if we continue to exploit our resources we will have nothing

Wilma Pang:

· Organized events at Golden Gate Park

· Is a College Professor

· Has bilingual skills

· Consensus builder

Joe Butler:

· Raised daughters at Joe DiMaggio Playground

· Consensus building and listening to the community is important, In SF it is important to build consensus

David Chiu:

· Has delivered results in City Hall and in D3

· Helped build the new 21st century institution Library

· Helped keep families in the City by Champion

· Fought for Tenants Rights and expanded affordable housing in the city

· Balanced Budget in City Hall
Conclusion and Thank You (5 Minutes)
Matthew O’Grady, SFPA Executive Director 

